
  

Dear Friends, 

 One of my favorite Easter stories isn’t about Easter at all … 

and yet it really points to the wonder of Easter. The story comes 

from Dr. Paul Brand’s book, Fearfully and Wonderfully Made.  

Brand was a hand surgeon and missionary leprosy specialist, who 

was the first to suggest that the gravest effects of leprosy weren’t 

caused by the disease itself. He said the blindness and loss of limb 

were not a direct result of the disease, but a secondary effect from 

the loss of a sense of touch. He was one of the first people to 

realize that it was the nerve damage, and a resultant lack of feeling 

that allowed people to not compensate for damage being done to the body. A stone in 

the shoe isn’t felt and just keeps digging and digging into the foot over a long walk 

until it does irreparable damage. 

 In his effort to encourage community care for people suffering with leprosy, 

Brand told about a lecture given by anthropologist Margaret Mead.   

 Mead asked, “What’s the earliest sign of civilization? A clay pot? Iron? Tools? 

Agriculture?” No, she claimed. To her, evidence of the earliest true civilization was a 

healed femur, a leg bone which she held up. She explained that such healings were never 

found in the remains of competitive savage societies. In those societies, she said, clues of 

violence abounded: temples pierced by arrows and skulls crushed by clubs. But the 

healed femur showed that someone must have cared for the injured person: hunted on 

his behalf, brought him food, and served him at personal sacrifice. (p. 86) 

 Is that the story Easter? Of course not. And yet it is Easter. Easter is about God 

caring so profoundly about each of us to make us whole in our brokenness. To not 

only sacrifice, but going to the ultimate sacrifice to make us complete. Easter says that 

God not only sacrifices everything for us, but that the sacrifice always wins, as 

evidenced in the empty tomb. 

 We live in a world that doubts the efficacy of sacrifice, especially when the 

sacrifice goes beyond the needs of family and immediate community. God says 

otherwise. God says we only find life when we give far beyond self and those who are 

near and dear. God says we become who we were meant to be only when we give 

sacrificially to those the world would say aren’t worth the effort or deserving of our 

love. God says otherwise. Easter tells us that God would go to the greatest extreme 

and beyond on our behalf. And living out Easter says we should go and do likewise.   

 I hope you will share with us in worship on Easter morning as we look to the 

God whose love meets us in our greatest need. Even more, I hope you’ll stay with us 

as we seek to engage one another and the world in Easter sacrifice in the weeks and 

months that follow, because I’m quite certain that those are the places and moments 

where we meet God face to face and know what it means to be alive in the moment.   

 May this Easter be a blessing upon you and yours. 

Always, Peter 
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 I’m ready for this winter to be done.  I know that’s a foolish statement to 

make in mid-March, which is such a fickle month of weather—70 degrees and sunny 

one day, only to be followed by frigid temperatures and that white stuff falling from 

the sky. But I’ll say it anyway:  I’m ready for this winter to be done.   

 It’s not just the weather that has induced cabin fever in me. Each day the 

news brings stories of continued war in Syria, drought and famine in the Horn of Af-

rica, and the rapid political adjustments happening in our own country, to name just 

some of the newsworthy events. Within our own congregation, many are grieving 

deaths of loved ones, of dreams, of a life they thought would be radically altered by 

some unexpected circumstance. Illnesses and other unfavorable health diagnoses 

have left many of you discouraged and worried. 

 Of course, not all is dour and down in our lives. We find our joys—big and small—along the 

way. But when we step back and look at the whole of life currently, this winter has been a long and dizzy-

ing one at times. 

 So, I’m ready for this particular season of our lives to pass. I’m ready to hear the Good News of 

Easter morn—that the cold tomb of death has been overcome; that God’s love and light will not be defeat-

ed; that Christ has risen. 

 Every year spring startles me, even though I’m usually longing for it. The first few green shoots of 

daffodils and tulips popping through the cold, dark soil still surprise me when I see them. I marvel at the 

way the green buds suddenly pop on the trees—one day the tree limbs look barren, the next they show 

budding signs of life. And the crisp, cold air of spring mornings—the air carries a freshness to it that is 

stark and new and raw. That’s what I’m ready for. 

 The arrival of spring and Easter won’t take away from all the wintery news and events I named 

above, but spring and Easter bring a renewed perspective on life and love. We see around us in nature 

and we hear once again through our faith that life and love prevail, that life and love are persistent, per-

haps not in the way we would want or expect, but nonetheless life and love remain. 

 Holy Week begins April 9. We might consider Holy Week the faith equivalent of moving from 

winter to spring. We begin with the frenzy of Palm Sunday that leads quickly into a week of conflict, be-

trayal, confusion, and death. On Maundy Thursday, April 13, we’ll listen once again to the story of Jesus’ 

last days, and we’ll admit our own complicity in the evil and sin that led to his death. Then, early on East-

er morning, in the cool dawn, in the crisp morning air, we’ll raise our voices to exclaim that Christ is ris-

en, that the darkness did not overcome the light. Winter will have passed, and spring will have arrived. 

 Be sure to look for a listing of the Holy Week events in this newsletter and plan to attend. Join us 

on Maundy Thursday before worship for a simple soup supper. And then come Easter morning to cele-

brate God’s love triumphant as we do so in worship together and visually with our flower cross (see be-

low for details). 

In anticipation, Jeanette 

Maundy Thursday Soup Supper - You are welcome to join us at 6:30 pm on Maundy Thursday, 

April 13 as we share a simple soup supper in Fellowship Hall prior to worship. All food will be provided. 

RSVP to Church Office (330) 650-4048. Childcare will be available beginning at 7:15 pm. 

Flower Cross - Easter Sunday, April 16 - Help bring the message of the Good News of Easter 

morning alive with flowers! As has been our custom the last few years, we will have a flower cross just 

outside the sanctuary doors on Aurora Street. Before and after worship (9, 10:30, and 11:59), we encour-

age you to place flowers on the cross. Bring your own flowers, or find one in the bucket near the 

cross. We hope you’ll join us as together we celebrate God’s love that brings new life. 
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 The month of April signals the transformation from a long winter into the re-

turn of life from dormant nature. Flowers again come forth from the soil and the trees 

begin to bud and even some to flower. More people begin to appear outdoors in vari-

ous activities from walking to returning to the golf courses. A new season begins for 

the Cleveland Indians with high hopes for a pennant run and World Series Champi-

onship. April brings enthusiasm and a spirit to our step. 

 This year Easter is celebrated mid-month and is the highlight of the Christian 

year. Clearly this culminating affirmation of God’s love revealed in Jesus Christ 

brings new life and transformation to our faith journeys. We are reminded anew of 

the Spirit of God within us which provides an outlook of faith, hope and love in the way we seek to live 

our lives toward others we encounter. We recall and experience those words, “Because he lives, we live 

also.” We not only have a new élan vital but also the high calling to be Christ’s voice and actions in the 

world in which we move and have our being. 

 The challenge which we continuously encounter is the tension between the values of our prevailing 

culture and the way of God’s kingdom which Jesus demonstrated throughout his life and final victory, not 

only over the Roman Empire of his day, but more importantly for those who follow him with the Spirit of 

God activated within them. Having experienced divine grace and love, we are enabled to show grace and 

genuine compassion toward others, even those who we might perceive as hostile or even enemies. In 

terms of our culture and its emphasis on power and self-interest, we may have to resist its direction and 

mores/values at the cost of discomfort and the urgent need to speak truth to power out of concern for the 

present and even more, the future. Such actions call for the courage of our faith to counter what is comfort-

able and self-serving. We’re not always sure what to do, but we must not remain silent or passive about 

issues or stances which are unjust, immoral, or insensitive to human need and are contrary to the nature of 

the way we have been commanded and urged to follow. Often such action can be scary and risk rejection, 

but when done in love, with concern for all, it can affirm God’s concern for the world and lead to transfor-

mation of both individuals and institutions. 

 Today is the springtime of our spiritual new life when we are called as were God’s people of old, 

“to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly in the presence of God with us.” In so doing we can grow 

our faith and love others more fully to impact their way to reconnection, redemption and accompanying 

transformation by our Lord and Savior. May God’s Spirit empower us to do so. 

Easter Blessings, Dick 

HOLY WEEK SERVICE TIMES 
PALM SUNDAY ~ April 9; 9:00, 10:30, 11:59 am Worship 

Holy Week Breakfast at Laurel Lake, Monday, April 10 at 9:00 am 

Holy Week Worship at The Gables, Monday, April 10 at 11:00 am 

MAUNDY THURSDAY ~ April 13 

6:30 pm Soup Supper in Fellowship Hall, 7:30 pm Worship 

(Childcare available beginning at 7:15 pm) 

EASTER ~ April 16 
SUNRISE SERVICE ~ 6:30 am Hudson Springs Park 

 SERVICE OF THE RESURRECTION ~ 9:00, 10:30, 11:59 am Worship in the Sanctuary 
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 Is it okay to have doubts? When it comes to faith, is it okay to have doubts, 

questions, uncertainties? Does it mean that I am somehow less of a Christian?  

Matthew 28:16-17 ~ Now the e leven d isciples went to  Galilee, to  the  mountain to  

which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him, but some doubted. 

 Did you catch that? The eleven disciples met Jesus after his Resurrection and 

some of them … brace yourself … DOUBTED! Gasp! That can’t be true, can it? Frank-

ly, if I was writing about a new faith movement and I wanted it to take off, I would 

have left this OUT! That is what makes this so Refreshing, Honest, Real, Appealing, 

because, I must admit … if I was one of the eleven disciples, I would have DOUBTED, 

too!  

 How about you? My friends, when you DOUBT, QUESTION, STRUGGLE, 

with your faith, remember … you are in good company!  

 I end this with a quote from Rob Bell: “For many people in our world, the opposite of faith is doubt. The 

goal then, within this understanding, is to eliminate doubt. But faith and doubt aren't opposites. Doubt is often a 

sign that your faith has a pulse, that it's alive and well and exploring and searching. Faith and doubt aren't oppo-

sites, they are, it turns out, excellent dance partners.” 

 

 

Upcoming Adult Faith Formation Opportunities  

 

Lenten Bible Studies 
Our Lenten Small Group Bible Studies have spent three weeks studying the Book of Exodus.  

These Bible Study Groups will finish up the week of April 9. If you were unable to participate  

but are interested in being in a small group, please email Steve Hockstra (shockstra@hudsonucc.org). 

 

Buddhism Study  
Sponsored by the Interfaith Working Group of FCCH 

April 20 - May 11 (four weeks) 

Thursdays at 7:00 pm in Room 102  

Sign up by emailing the Church Office (churchoffice@hudsonucc.org). 

 

Clergy Led Study in June 
In June, Rev. Dick Clewell will lead a four-week study on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm in Room 102. 

More information will be available next month about the topic the group will examine.  

Adult Faith Formation 

mailto:shockstra@hudsonucc.org)
mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
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 Many a preacher has begun a Good Friday sermon with “What makes Good 

Friday ‘good’?” Well, I would like to pose the question, “What makes Holy Week, 

‘holy’?” In fact, what makes anything holy? 

 The Church has blest objects for many centuries and we continue to do so 

today. We bless prayer quilts, babies, baptismal water, collections and each other. Some of us know the 

old hymn that begins, “Bless this house, O Lord, we pray. Make it safe by night and day.” Most people 

presume that we bless things so that God will make them holy, and there is truth in that.  

 But in the last few years, the Church has made a subtle, yet extremely meaningful shift toward a 

different understanding of “making things holy.” Notice the next time one of our ministers blesses some-

thing. He or she will say words to this effect: “Bless, O God, this quilt and Ralph who will use it,” or  

“Bless Ralph as he uses this quilt.” We are moving away from blessing inanimate objects and moving to-

ward blessing the human beings who use them. 

 What is the theological implication here and what does it have to do with Holy Week?  If we are 

blessing people more now, and blessing things less, why designate a week as “holy”? Aren’t all weeks 

holy? Isn’t every day holy because it was made by God? 

 The Church has always taught a concept known as “progressive solemnity.” This means that, 

while every day is holy because it was created by God, some are more holy than others. So, the six days 

leading up to Easter, an especially important day in the liturgical calendar, are called holy so that we can 

prepare our hearts and lives to enter into the Easter mystery. Liturgically, that means we tend to sing the 

Psalm, add a trumpet or two, hold a dramatic Tenebrae Service or parade palms around the church. We 

add some solemnity to our celebration that we don’t ordinarily have during the rest of the liturgical year. 

 But there is more. Is every Sunday a little Easter, or is Easter a big Sunday? Prevailing thought 

since the third century has been, surprisingly, that Easter is actually a big Sunday, rather than the other 

way around. Why? Because the supremacy of Sunday in the lives of Christians was already being cele-

brated and practiced as the Lord’s Day (Domine Deus) long before Easter was ever celebrated in the 

Church. And while, in some way, each Sunday celebrates the day on which the Lord was raised, it is the 

primacy of  the Christian Sabbath that has taken hold over the centuries as a day made holy by the Lord, 

and one on which Christians everywhere come together to praise the living One. 

 One last thought. Why is the music guy writing about liturgy and not music? Oh, that’s an easy 

one! Because music serves the liturgy, not the other way around. The purpose of liturgical music is to give 

glory to God and edification to the faithful. The more we understand liturgia, “the work of the people”, 

the better understanding we will have of the sacred rites which we enact every Sunday, week after week, 

the more fully we can enter into the worship experience. 

See you on Sunday! 

Tom 

Music Ministries 
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Youth Ministries 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
 

D&D Devotion & Discussion Fresh off of Spring Break, join us as we enjoy spring and the final full month 

of the school year! We have a wide range of topics this month: service, social media, joy and of course, 

Easter (though not in that order). Bring a friend and join us for snacks, fun, discussion and more snacks. 

Wednesdays 3-5:00 pm. 

CONFIRMATION - The big day is finally here. Our 38 confirmands have spent the school year explor-

ing their faith with the help of their mentors and are ready to become full members of our church. Join us 

for this joyous day, April 23 at the 10:30 am service. 

UPCOMING CONFIRMATION DATES: 

 April 9  Communion Sunday (Confirmands and Mentors), 10:30 am 

  Faith Statements and Stole Making (Confirmands only), 11:30-12:30 in the  

  Activity Room, lunch provided 

 April 22 Rehearsal and Celebration Dinner (Confirmands, Mentors and Parents) 

   Rehearsal at 3:30 pm in the Sanctuary 

   Dinner at 4:30 pm at Country Club of Hudson (more information to follow) 

 April 23 Confirmation at the 10:30 service (confirmands arrive at 10:00 am), followed  

   by a reception in Fellowship Hall 

BREAKFAST CLUB - With Spring Break, Easter and Confirmation this month, Breakfast Club will only 

be meeting April 9 and 30. Please join your family in worship the other Sundays.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP - TPP  Update: the deadline to register has passed. The deadline 

to pay your remaining balance is Monday, May 15. The total cost of the trip is $395 ... you can pay online 

through MyFCCH. Go to the “Youth” tab on our website, www.hudsonucc.org.  Or you can text 

“FCCH” (no quotation marks) to 73256. Watch this space and your emails for trip updates as we get closer 

to departure date. 

 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
Gennesaret Soup Kitchen - Saturday, April 1, 9:00 am - 2:30 pm. Don’t miss the opportunity to serve at 

Gennesaret this month on Saturday, April 1. This is a great opportunity for all of our youth, both middle 

and high school as well as confirmands and their mentors.  

If you would like to help serve, contact Jeff Wells (jeffreylwells@gmail.com) or  

Scott Hooker (mrscotthooker@yahoo.com) to sign up! 

http://www.hudsonucc.org/
mailto:jeffreylwells@gmail.com
mailto:mrscotthooker@yahoo.com
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
IMPACT - April is a time when life is springing forth and decisions, decisions, decisions must be made! 

How do you go about making wise decisions? Join us in April as we talk about making wise decisions, 

awkward silence, and last but certainly not least, jealousy!  

ASP MISSION TRIP - On April 30 we have our all-volunteer meeting. This meeting is for all adults, 

students, and their parents who are signed up to serve on our High School ASP Mission Trip, June 11-17.  

If you have never attended ASP, you will attend the first timers meeting at 6:30 pm in the Youth Room. If 

you have attended ASP previously, you will meet at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. If you have questions, do 

not hesitate to contact Amy Baldwin (abaldwin@hudsonucc.org).  

SUMMER MISSIONARIES - Do you want to spend your summer growing in your faith by serving 

others? Then consider applying to be a summer missionary. The summer missionary program is a six-

week experience that starts June 5 and runs through July 21. It is open to all high school students who are 

16 and older. If you are interested in being a summer missionary, you can get an application by following 

this link: http://www.hudsonucc.org/#/youth/youth-missions Please note that applications are due to Ste-

ve Hockstra by April 21!  

HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT - On 

the weekend of March 11, our high 

school students gathered at Camp 

Carl for our annual high school re-

treat! We spent the weekend playing 

crazy games, eating lots and lots of 

food and talking about relationships. 

The weekend theme was Relation-

ships Aren’t Rocket Science, but they 

still aren’t easy. So we spent the 

weekend talking about how trust is 

the foundation for great relation-

ships, then we worked through what 

do you do when your trust is broken 

or you break someone else’s trust. In 

the end, it was another great high 

school retreat!  

Youth Ministries 

mailto:abaldwin@hudsonucc.org)
http://www.hudsonucc.org/#/youth/youth-missions
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“Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health,  

just as it is well with your soul. ~ 3 John 2 

 We have moved a universe away from seeing faith as an important part of health, 

and it’s time to bring the two back together. Faith traditions vary widely, but at the core, a 

faith life helps us build a relationship with God, our neighbors, and ourselves. This affirms 

that we are body and spirit beings created and loved by God. Even if you do not consider 

yourself “religious,” you can explore a richer faith life and enjoy the benefits this experience 

will bring to your overall wellness. 

In the letter 3 John, the writer takes a direct approach: live your bodily life in a way that 

shows you belong to God. Separating the spirit’s faith from the body’s action is not an option because we do not 

exist in two spheres. Rather, we are whole beings.  

Health means wellness in body and spirit together. We do not exist in the spirit alone, and we do not 

exist in the body alone. Body and spirit are connected. God created us as body and spirit beings. The writer of 3 

John reminds us that the health in both dimensions is equally important. The writer prays for this unified kind 

of health. God invites us into a relationship in body and spirit. We, whole human beings, know God through 

our bodies as well as our spirits.  Even when we fail, God comes to us in our physical experience. We know our-

selves most fully when we know ourselves in relation to God as whole beings. 

Living healthy doesn’t just mean that we see a doctor regularly. Rather, every aspect of our lives - faith 

life, movement, medical health, work, emotions, nutrition and friends and family - contributes to a life filled 

with joy, love and, most important, a stronger connection with God.  

If we want real health, let’s start by understanding that God cares about our bodies. This may be a new 

starting point, but it is the right place to start. We honor God when we care for our bodies and spirits together.  

In His Name, Kathy 

April FYI (Feeling Young Inside) luncheon and program will be April 10 at Noon in Fellowship Hall. Fea-

tured guest will be Lt. Kevin Nelson from the Hudson Fire Department. He will share safety tips for in and 

around the home. As part of the Hudson Community Outreach program, Kevin can help keep everyone in-

formed about resources that are available to protect us and our loved ones. Everyone is welcome! Make your 

reservation by calling the Church Office or contact Kathy at kyeakley@hudsonucc.org. 

Walkers and Hikers! This month (weather permitting) groups for hiking the Cuya-

hoga Valley National Parks and walking at Barlow Community Center will begin. Happy 

Hikers will hike on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm (begins April 18, location TBA) and Walking Warriors 

will walk Thursdays at 10:00 am (begins April 20 at Barlow).  

Prayer Quilt Ministry Can you touch a prayer? Can you pull it close and feel its comfort? You can if it’s 

part of the Prayer Quilt Ministry. Prayer Quilts are more than colorful, comforting blankets. The warmth they 

bring comes from the prayers that are tied into each knot. Our church has been active in this ministry for over 

twelve years with St. Marys Church and have given over 200 quilts to members of our church family. Over 2000 

quilts have been made by the quilting ministry by the two churches together! Who gets these 

wonderful gifts of prayer? These blessed quilts are provided to anyone in our church commu-

nity needing comfort while going through difficult times (i.e. illness, surgery, job loss). 

Members of the quilting ministry enjoy a special fellowship and are always looking for 

committed members to put quilts together … not just sewing! If you are experienced or 

would like to learn, the group meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm 

and the third Thursday of the month at 9:30 am in Room 102. Kits to take home are also 

available. Quilts may be requested by contacting the Church Office, Nancy Gary (216) 496-

8733 or Kathy Yeakley kyeakley@hudsonucc.org.  

Health Ministries 

mailto:kyeakley@hudsonucc.org
mailto:kyeakley@hudsonucc.org
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Children’s Ministries 

Sunday, May 7 
1:00 pm in the Courtyard 

CHURCH USES CONNECTIONS TO SET SAIL WITH INFLUENTIAL FIGURE 
HUDSON, OH - In an incredible turn of events, the life and lessons of the man simp-

ly known as “Paul,” is scheduled to be the focus of this year’s Vacation Bible School 

at the First Congregational Church in Hudson. From Monday, June 5 through Thurs-

day, June 8 (5:30 to 8:00 pm), “Ports of Paul” will explore one of the Bible’s most in-

fluential figures. 

As word of the event spread, fans flocked to popular social media sites to share their 

enthusiasm: 

“I am so-o-o excited to learn more about Paul. His letters are awesome. I wish I could 

write as well as he does.” -- Tessa Lonian, Hudson 

“I don’t care how popular the lyrics to Justin Bieber’s songs are, the words Paul uses are 

just heavenly. -- Corinne Thian, Cuyahoga Falls 

“Every word Paul says and writes is just amazing. I feel as if he is speaking directly to 

me!” -- Phil Lippian, Streetsboro 

“Unlike most of the one-named celebrities in the news today, Paul is not egocentric at all. 

It’s almost as if he actually enjoys speaking to the masses and putting them first. I can 

hardly wait!” -- Jeff Feeshins, Stow 

Director of Children’s Ministries, Dee Buchanan, stated, “It took some connections to 

get Paul’s message here, but I’m pleased to say we were able to pull it off. After all, we here at First Congrega-

tional Church have a pretty good relationship with Paul’s manager, Al Mighty.” 

Buchanan added, “All children aged three (must be three years old  by 09/30/16) through fifth grade are wel-

come to attend this exciting, fun-filled week. Those who are interested may register by contacting me at (330) 

650-4048, ext. 301 (dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org) or download a registration form from the church’s website 

www.hudsonucc.org.” 

The interview was concluded with a bit of friendly advice: “As is often the case when you get a high profile 

guest like Paul, space is limited. Make your reservations soon. We’d hate for your child to miss out on the fun.” 

Ports of Paul 
JUNE 5-8  

5:30-8:00 pm 
Dinner Included! 

mailto:dbuchanan@hudsonucc.org
http://www.hudsonucc.org
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Missions and Outreach 

Celebrating God’s Love in Action 

 First Congregational Church honored its mission partners and volunteers at the March 9 event which 

drew over 100 people of all ages who primarily serve Family Promise, Findley Community Learning Center, 

SWAG, Mobile Meals, Gennesaret, ASP, Habitat for Humanity,  Hudson Job Search, OPEN M, and Trinity 

Clothing Room. 

 “Celebrating God’s Love in Action,” sponsored by our Mission Board, featured a presentation by Dan 

Flowers, CEO of the Akron-Canton Regional Food Bank. Flowers spoke of the impact the food bank has in 

providing donated food to agencies and individuals in a multi-county area. Trip Kern, Mission Board Chair and 

Peter Wiley presented Flowers with a $6,500 check, which will provide 26,000 meals. Our church has supported 

the food bank with funds for several years and encourages its members to consider volunteering at the site. 

State Senator, Frank LaRose, a strong supporter of the Food Bank, also spoke. 

 As part of the evening’s program, the Mission Board featured a new video showing our church’s out-

reach involvement. If you would like to watch this video, please go to our church’s website and click on the tab, 

GROW and SERVE where you will find a link to the video, Celebrating God’s Love In Action. One of the Mis-

sion Board’s goals is to bring more awareness of volunteer outreach opportunities and encourage our church 

members in considering ways to engage in service. In the main hallway, outside Fellowship Hall, a new Mission 

Information Center has been created which highlights volunteer opportunities.  

 Those attending the event also had the opportunity to talk with leaders from all supported organizations 

as well as those from our congregation who currently volunteer at these organizations. Our current volunteers 

were encouraged to wear new “ASK ME” buttons during upcoming Sunday morning coffee hours as a way to 

share information about their outreach volunteer experience.  

 If you are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities at organizations our church sup-

ports, look for someone wearing one of the new “ASK ME” buttons on Sunday morning. You can also visit the 

GROW & SERVE page on church website: www.hudsonucc.org for information and more videos highlighting 

volunteer opportunities or stop by the Mission Information Center in the main hallway. 

 If you are interested in learning more about any of the missions your church is involved with,  look for 

one of the red “Ask Me” buttons on Sunday or contact the Church Office (churchoffice@hudsonucc.org). 

You are invited to attend a Talent Gala! Thursday, April 27 @ 6:00 PM 

Bath United Church of Christ has partnered with First Congregational Church to 

host a fundraising event for SWAG (Students With A Goal), on Thursday, April 27 at 

FCCH. All are invited to attend this dinner, youth talent gala and silent auction event 

between 6-8:30 pm, to benefit this exceptional youth program that promotes academ-

ic, social and spiritual development for at-risk teens in the Summit Lake Community 

of Akron. Several SWAG students along with youth from FCCH and Bath Church will perform a variety of acts 

for the evening’s program. Tickets for the SWAG fundraiser range from $30 (individual) to $75 (for four). Spon-

sor opportunities and reservations can be made at churchoffice@hudsonucc.org. For additional information or 

questions, please contact Sue Wimer at (330) 650-4048 or swimer@hudsonucc.org. Make checks payable to First 

Congregational Church, with SWAG in the memo line. 

mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
mailto:churchoffice@hudsonucc.org
mailto:swimer@hudsonucc.org
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NEWS OF THE FELLOWSHIP 

BIRTH ~ Congratulations to: 

 Jeff and Kelly Carlson on the birth of son Jack Richard on March 14 in Cincinnati. Proud grand-

parents include Heather and Larry Carlson.  

 Stephanie and Jon Kuznicki and big brothers Wyatt and Levi on the birth of son and brother,   

Calvin Lee on March 9. 

DEATH ~ Our sympathies and prayers go out to: 

 The family and friends of Zoey Zoco (formerly David Rogers) who died February 14. 

 The family and friends of Dr. Maggie Prevette, MD; husband Greg, children Rob, Olivia and    Virgin-

ia, and in-laws Bob and Caroline Prevette on her death February 18. 

 The family and friends of Lowell B. Myers, father of Heidi (Gary) Wheat; grandfather of      Stephanie 

(Jon) Kuznicki and Liz (Justin) Yeakley on February 21. 

 Liz (Mark) Johnson and family on the death of her grandmother, Jane Bryant at Laurel Lake on 

March 6. 

 Lora Eureka, daughter, Sarah and son, Eric and family on the death of husband and father, Ron 

Eureka on March 10. 

 Laura (Chris) Jones and family on the death of her father, Greer Wurster on March 13.  
 

Visit our members in Crown Center and Greenwood Care Centers at LAUREL LAKE:  

Rhea Bowen, Nancy Christensen, Grace Lewis, Henrietta Lunsford, Ed Lutz, Sandy Mougey,  

Ella Norder, Dorothy Van Buskirk 

GARDENS OF THE WESTERN RESERVE: Trudie Baughman 

GRANDE VILLAGE RETIREMENT: Ruth Stilson, Mary Gergely 

THE GABLES OF HUDSON: Vicki and Bill Butler, Martha Crichton, Doris Hill 

HERITAGE OF HUDSON: Marlys Anderson 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
9:00, 10:30 and 11:59 am  Worship 

Live Stream of 10:30 and 11:59 
services at our web site 

  
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 
Phone (330) 650-4048 

Fax (330) 656-1760 
www.hudsonucc.org 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Peter M. Wiley, Senior Pastor 

The Rev. Jeanette Brodersen, Associate Pastor 
The Rev. Dr. Richard Clewell, Associate Pastor 

The Rev. Steve Hockstra, Associate Pastor of Youth & Adult Ed 
  

PROGRAM STAFF 
Dee Buchanan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 
Katie Morgan, Associate Director of Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Center and Education 
Callie Baylor, Middle School Coordinator 
Amy Baldwin, High School Coordinator 

Dr. Thomas Scott, Director of  Music Ministries 
Charlotte Beers Plank, Organist 

Kristin Brandyberry, Cherub Choir Director 
Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship and Outreach 

Kathy Yeakley, Director of Health Ministries  
Emily Lopick, Director of First Connect 

 

ADJUNCT CLERGY 
The Rev. Jonathan Dodson, Chaplain, Laurel Lake Retirement Community 

The Rev. Dr. Janet Ross, Haitian Beyond Borders/Fair Trade 
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Most of our former ministers who have left our Church for other assignments never returned 

to live in Hudson. One exception was Rev. Clarence Gee, who served our Church from 1921 

to 1926, a period that saw the construction of the Ellsworth Wing, the installation of the 

Skinner Organ and the Church’s hosting the National Convention of the Workers for the 

Blind in 1925. In the 1970’s, Rev. Gee return to Hudson, where he finished his research on the 

life of the antislavery leader and former Church member John Brown.  His massive collection 

of Brown’s papers is stored in the archives of the Hudson Library. He and his wife Kathryn, who started the 

Builder’s Class for young mothers, are buried in Hudson’s Markillie Cemetery.         Frank Manak, Church Historian 


